



Getting close... 

And not only these snappers (with our very own 
Ray Archer) at the Grand Prix of Portugal - one of 
the two trips to the Iberian Peninsula for the FIM 
MX world championship and covered in this issue 
of OTOR - but a description of the chase for the 
premier MX1 class title. Rockstar Energy Suzuki’s 
Clement Desalle (no.25) clings onto the red plate 
by just one point from Tony Cairoli with almost half 
the season gone.. .Photo by Ray Archer 
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MotoGP 

u m 

Hero... 

Conditions so typical that it’s not even worth bo¬ 
thering to mention where this MotoGP shot comes 
from. The rider leading Nicky Hayden deserves 
full plaudits, probably just as much as British GP 
winner Casey Stoner for taking his twelfth MotoGP 
podium result just one week after lying in a hospi¬ 
tal bed with a smashed collarbone. Colin Edwards’ 
‘stand-up’ routine at Silverstone is also worth a 

look... Photo by Monster Energy/Milagro 








































Spot the GoPros... 

Judging by the helmet cameras a few people are 
going for a ride along with the 450 pack at Budds 
Creek in Maryland for the fourth round of twelve 
in the AMA Nationals. Ryan Dungey is already loo¬ 
king at the first left-hander but Mike Alessi (800) is 
about to pull across from the right. Check out page 
69 to see how motocrossers can take viewers for a 

flight... Photo by Steve Cox 





GRAND PRIX OF SPAIN 

LA BANEZA ■ JUNE 19TH 

MX1 winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
MX2 winner: Ken Roczen, KTM 


CAIROLI 

CONQUERS 

SPAIN 

By Adam Wheeler, photos by Ray Archer 









W hile it’s never laborious to write about 
all the ‘plastic rubbing’ and tension of 
the premier class of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship this season, finding new ways 
in which to describe the intensity of the action 
provided at the seven circuits so far in 2011 is 
starting to be tricky. 

As the series reaches almost the mid-way point 
it’s difficult to recall exactly how many grandstand 


finales we’ve had and the quantity of eye-catching 
performances through the fourteen races disputed 
thus far. In Spain more and more riders were 
starting to feel the toll of the three back-to-back 
events through niggles, aches and ailments. 

The state of the La Baneza circuit - new to 
the calendar after the Catalan Grand Prix at 
Bellpuig was cancelled in April - provided 
some distraction. 





The furore over the suitability and appropri¬ 
ateness of the track was dampened by more 
electric scenes courtesy of the MX1 boys. 

At the heart of the dispute for podium posi¬ 
tions were the usual faces of Tony Cairoli 
(Red Bull Teka KTM), Steven Frossard (Mon¬ 
ster Energy Yamaha), David Philippaerts 
(Monster Energy Yamaha), Clement Desalle 
(Rockstar Energy Suzuki) and Max Nagl (Red 


Bull Teka KTM). Evgeny Bobryshev (Honda 
World Motocross) and Steve Ramon (Rock- 
star Energy Suzuki) filled the following group 
with the likes of Jonathan Barragan (Kawasa¬ 
ki Racing Team) and Tanel Leok (TM Racing) 
playing their part by animating the home 
crowd and posting a best ever MX1 moto GP 
finish for their team and manufacturer res¬ 
pectively. 



The short, compact start 
mirrored the whole track. It 
was hard work but Desalle 
(opposite) was riding as well as 
ever without the decent starts 


Those with the better launches from the gate 
prospered in La Baneza thanks to a narrow 
track that meant inhabiting the inside line 
linking the jumps and corners was a thorough 
defence alone. 

Cairoli was superb only seven days after 
whacking his hand on a fence post in Portugal 
trying to demote Desalle. The world cham¬ 


pion was less than a second from defeating 
an aggressive and excellent Frossard in the 
first outing but controlled the second as a war 
broke out right up until the final corner for 
the runner-up slot between Leok, Desalle and 
Philippaerts, a tenth of a second splitting the 
former two at the flag. 












Desalle’s desperate thrust to pass Philippaerts 
worked, and the extra position helped him 
hang onto the red plate as standings leader by 
one point from Cairoli who is starting to click 
into gear while the Belgian is trying to eradi¬ 
cate errors that have cost him numbers (wit¬ 
nessed in the first moto when he was lucky to 
take fifth with green fencing chewed in his rear 


wheel). The Yamahas took the other trophies 
and to be runner-up after his double DNF in 
Portugal was the symbolic ‘can of Monster 
Energy’ for Philippaerts. 










Dutchies on-song. Herlmgs and the 
ever-improving Glen Coldenhoff 
continue to show their is a bright 
MX future for their country. Herlings 
lost the red plate in Spain after only 
a one-race tenure 


. - 


^ -.7 


: -J : 


- . • 


- 






-v_ - - . _v 


The MX2 contest was not as lively, as Ken 
Roczen (Red Bull Teka KTM) notched his third 
clean sweep of both motos in 2011 and it was 
almost hard to believe his claims of not know¬ 
ing his own capabilities after a lot of rib pain 
in warm-up. The degree of the teenager’s 
physical tribulations will not be entirely clear 


but this was a more composed and in-control 
Roczen compared to the wild and edgy rider 
seen on the floor in Brazil, France and Por¬ 
tugal. Tommy Searle (CLS Kawasaki Monster 
Pro Circuit) had the best line of the day in the 
post-race press conference 








('I think the track is beautiful and I love it’, he 
managed to say without any hint of a smirk) 
but not on the track as he closed to Roczen 
in race one but could not displace the orange 
bike. Gautier Paulin again was no more than 
average at the start but his skill and control on 
the Monster Energy Yamaha delivered a fourth 


straight podium. 

This weekend many riders will not be staring 
at a Grand Prix timetable but with long trips to 
Sweden, Germany and Latvia ahead on con¬ 
secutive weeks at the start of July the season 
is rapidly approaching decisive stages. 















Over the finish-line table- 
top and Desalle and Tanel 
Leok (on the blue italian TM) 
are divided by this much for 
second position in Moto2 
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Ken De Dycker 
eats some of the 
Spanish rocks that 
littered the track 







Steven Frossard’s sore 
hand meant that he 
again could only be 
exceptional for one of 
the motos 









TALKING TRACKS... By Adam Wheeler 


I arrived at La Baneza with low expectations 
for two reasons. Firstly some colleagues in 
the Spanish press had told me of the Circuito 
de Salgada’s suitability for a national event - 
nothing more. Secondly the set-up at Bellpuig 
in Catalunya had always held all the right 
ingredients for a premier event in Spain and 
had been a staple part of the calendar for nine 
years. It would be hard to top. 

The reason why I’m writing about a circuit 
compared to say more eulogising on the fan¬ 
tastic fare served up by the MX1 class, the 
scary talent of Ken Roczen or some thoughts 
on the European MX2 series, is because the 
impressions and opinions of the place seemed 
to dominate conversation or initial remarks 
throughout the weekend. 

It was a hot topic. 

As the second of two new venues on the 
schedule there was large degree of open-ness 
towards the novelty of change but for the 
most part La Baneza failed to impress and the 
weight of judgement pulled against the tight 
and restrictive track, the lack of decent viewing 
for fans and unsuitable infrastructure. This is 
nothing especially different that we don’t see 
at an Italian track year upon year but the level 
established by Bellpuig (by no means the best 
GP circuit itself) meant a culture shock was on 
the cards. 

What was immediately clear was the immense 
effort the club had made in two months from 
being given the chance of running a Span¬ 
ish GP by Youthstream (who in turn did not 
want to abandon the country), however there 
seemed to be a thin line between lacking expe¬ 


rience in running an world championship event 
and having to work on an unsuitable location 
in the first place. 

Coupled with the lack of love (some rider 
comments were pretty sharp indeed) was the 
feeling that the Spanish federation appear to 
be particularly weak in the support of the one 
discipline where Spanish motorcycling is not 
a world leader. The motocross Grand Prix took 
place just 25km from the town hosting the 
third round of the Trial World Championship 
on the same weekend. There was also gentle 
apathy from Barragan, Campano and Butron 
at the news that the Spanish are unlikely to be 
sending a team to the Motocross of Nations at 
St Jean D’Angely even though it is hard to im¬ 
agine a venue geographically closer than one 
in their own country. 

It remains to be seen 
whether La Baiieza was 
merely a stop-gap for 
2011 ... 

More has to be done and the fans that came 
through the haphazard gate on Saturday and 
Sunday deserve it. 

In a matter of five months, when the first 2012 
calendar will emerge, it remains to be seen 
whether La Baneza was merely a stop-gap 
for 2011. It’s likely that the majority won’t be 
enthusiastic about a return, but the club could 
get a second shot and reactions might have 
mellowed. 



CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

David Philippaerts, ITA 

Yamaha 

3 

Steven Frossard, FRA 

Yamaha 

4 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

5 

Max Nagl, GER 

KTM 


MX1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 7 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Clement Desalle 

285 

2 

Tony Cairoli 

284 

3 

Steven Frossard 

250 

4 

Max Nagl 

225 

5 

Evgeny Bobryshev 

204 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Ken Roczen, GER 

KTM 

2 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

3 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Yamaha 

4 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

5 

Arnaud Tonus, SUI 

Yamaha 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 7 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ken Roczen 

301 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings 

295 

3 

Tommy Searle 

268 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

234 

5 

Zach Osborne 

213 
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POURCEL ON THE 
HORIZON AS 2012 FORMS 


T he Motocross Grand Prix of Sweden is less 
than two weeks away and has become a 
meeting where the honchos of the manufactur¬ 
er’s European divisions travel to the Uddevalla 
circuit to either rubber-stamp deals or advance 
negotiations on riding staff for the following 
season. 

There could be one or two names on con¬ 
tracts by that time if Suzuki convince Clem¬ 
ent Desalle to re-sign and David Philippaerts 
remains a factory Yamaha rider for a fifth term. 
Individuals such as Gautier Paulin and Jeffrey 
Herlings are still being chased. 

On a more immediate note when Ben Townley 
effectively ending his attempt at a grand prix 
comeback a potent CLS/Pro Circuit Kawasaki 
KX450-F sat vacant in Spain and if you follow the 
Grand Prix scene then you’ll know that rumours 
have been awash that former champion and mis¬ 
fit Christophe Pourcel is on his way back to GP 
duty after leaving for the AM A in 2007. 


At La Baneza Team Manager Harry Nolte 
commented in Youthstream’s live TV show on 
Saturday that its unlikely that Pourcel would 
be on the bike in Sweden or Germany for that 
matter, which leaves a very news-worthy return 
possible for round ten at Latvia on July 17th. 

A sticking point from the number 101’ being 
changed to Pourcel’s ‘377’ is a contractual 
obligation or two in the United States. Whether 
Pourcel has the fitness or form to influence the 
rest of the 2011 MX1 world championship is a 
small question mark and it will be interesting 
to see his attitude at Grands Prix after appear¬ 
ing to display disdain towards the series in 
his unsuccessful (and ultimately painful) title 
defence in '07. The CLS link with Pro Circuit is 
surely a way to win a ticket back into the most 
successful operation in the USA but it depends 
on how seriously Pourcel takes his possible 
Grand Prix career-saver as opposed to the 
messy situation he left with Motoconcepts 
Yamaha in America. 



CLS Kawasaki 
Monster Energy Pro 
Circuit’s Harry Nolte 
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ALPINESTARS 2012 
GEAR UNVEILED 


I f you are a firm believer in the maxim that 
‘you get what you pay for’ then there’s a 
good chance you either own or have consid¬ 
ered buying some Alpinestars gear/riding kit. 

The Italian-American firm is the ‘Apple’ of the 
motorcycling apparel world. In other words 
their investment in research and ideas churn 
out well-designed, easily recognised, high 
quality products that also come with a price. 

A pro-active company both with their output 
and their marketing - with presence in virtually 
all high-profile motorsport - Alpinestars regu¬ 
larly renovate their catalogue and the recent 


highlights of their 2012 collection (with 70 new 
items all available from September 1st) include 
focus on off-road body armour. 

The B-2 Carbon knee brace (349.95 euros) and 
the A-8 Protection vest (159.95) are two addi¬ 
tions to the ever-expanding safety-wear range 
and look suitably trick. 

A concession to on-road tourers has been 
made with the Tech heated vest (199.95) and 
gloves (149.95) that can be hooked up to the 
battery on your bike. 

For more info check out: www.alpinestars.com 














Combining adventure and comfort from the most impressive landscapes un 
til the sultriness of the Arabic 1001 Nights. Riding hours through endless seen 
ery, swimming in oases, magnificent dinners under endless starry skies, treat 
ments in hamams and spending the night in tent camps around the campfire 
Mail or call for more information, dates and prices. Next tour dates 8-16 October 


ride@saharaexperience.nl / +31-629556459 / www.saharaexperience.info SAHARA EXPERIENCE 


Six-day Motorbike and 4x4 Adventures 
through the south-eastern Moroccan 
Sahara and Great Atlas Mountains 


SAHARA EXPERIENCE 
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THE UNTOUCHABLE 

by Adam Wheeler 



T his week I went to see ‘Senna’ the new do¬ 
cumentary about the doomed four wheeled 
racing genius (not just at FI as he was also a 
karting virtuoso) that is currently on at cine¬ 
mas and has earned nothing less than glowing 
widespread reviews. 


The fact that I was sitting in a darkened 
cinema watching a film produced by major 
feature film player ‘Working Title Films’ was 
testament as to how he has taken a place on 
a sporting plinth with the likes of AM, Pele, 
Jordan, Johnson. 


I’d read several books about the Brazilian who 
died at Imola at the age of 34 almost ten years 
ago because I was fascinated by a complex, 
controversial and exceptional individual who be¬ 
came an untouchable icon and yet was idolised 
by so many people in his homeland. I was curi¬ 
ous as to how Senna could reach such a level 
of status to millions of Brazilians that couldn’t 
even dream of his lifestyle. 

There is also the immense irony surrounding 
his life story; a man so talented and so bold yet 
ultimately was undone by what is partially ac¬ 
cepted as an error of judgement at 190 mph at 
the Tamburello corner in Italy. 

Dedicatory films, books or TV programmes 
usually have a tendency to ‘rose tint’ a sporting 
individual. It is easy to forget that Senna and 
McLaren practically drove FI to the point of 
boredom. A ‘one car’ contest for several years 
- notably with Alain Prost in the other MP4/5. 
Ayrton Senna da Silva was someone who rose 
above simply being a racing driver. 


Aside from the ability and headline-making 
‘run-ins’ (all gloriously shown by original foo¬ 
tage) it made me wonder how Senna was able 
to rise to his position. He was the star of sport 
that went through a major boom. Like Ameri¬ 
can sports in the 70s, 80s and even the En¬ 
glish football league in the 1990s, Formula One 
exploded in terms of TV exposure along with 
the cars tendencies to become mobile cigarette 
boxes (Senna was commanding phenomenal 
wages and would fly back from European events 
to his ranch outside of Sao Paolo in his own 
private jet). 

Now with sport’s accessibility - and the accep¬ 
tance of professional sport as a major part of 
people’s lifestyles - is it very hard to imagine 
the depth of exposure happening again and 
a myth like Senna occurring once more. Our 
sporting heroes, even in motocross, are open 
to us 24-7 through videos, social network¬ 
ing, endorsements and slots on a multitude of 
channels. They have become untouchable in a 
different way. 


He was the symbol of a tainted/troubled genius: 
the guy risking and fighting turmoil personally 
and professionally to chase perfection at speed. 
It is almost a cliche. Except that Senna was the 
exception. 


To cut a long thought short, go and see the film, 
it’s a tremendous homage and study not only 
of a man but how a path to how everlasting 
sporting greatness is created. 
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CHANGING TREADS 


How motocross influences and helps 
the fastest motorcycle racers on earth 


By Adam Wheeler 

Photos by Milagro, Stefano Taglioni, Pascal Haudiquert, www.motogp.com 
www.yamahamotogp.com, Colin Edwards personal collection, Pol Espargaro, www.bmw-sbk.it 




E xclusive interviews with the likes of Ben 

Spies, James Toseland, Colin Edwards, 

Cal Crutchlow, Pol Espargaro and Jean-Michel 
Bayle reveal just how much motocross is able 
to penetrate the ‘elite’ of MotoGP; how these 
riders use the sport and what they think of it. 

At one stage motocross and off-road was seen 
as a 'badge of intent’ for the riders at the very 
top of the road-racing pyramid. If a Grand 
Prix aspirant didn’t have a background on the 
dirt then there was little chance he’d be able 
to back-in-and-steer-out the fiery two-stroke 
500cc machines. In the last few years however 
‘motocross/off-road’ has become something of 
a ‘dirty’ word in the MotoGP paddock. 

Road racing has become bogged with technical 
rule changes and the premier-class has been 
thrust into something of an iron-fist when it 
comes to electronics and the increasing so¬ 
phistication of on-track weaponry. Amid all the 
upheaval motocross has caused nothing but 
further headaches. Names like Rossi, Lorenzo, 
De Puniet and Elias (even some team manag¬ 
ers) have all had to confess that their misad¬ 
ventures on the mud have caused an ill effect 
on their day-job through injury. 

While the requisites of the currently-doomed 
800cc machinery hardly reward getting the 
bike a bit ‘loose’, most of the chosen few at the 
top of the MotoGP leader-board get animated 
when discussing motocross and why they still 
swap visors for goggles in spite of the risks. 
What is clear through talking to MotoGP rid¬ 
ers and people from the same sphere is how 
highly regarded motocross is both for the 
spectacle it provides and, for some, the role it 
plays in assisting their chosen profession. 

'I think most of us really fall in love with rid¬ 
ing a motorcycle and racing when we first try 


it and that means off-road for a great many,’ 
opens James Toseland, a former World Su¬ 
perbike Champion and Britain’s best MotoGP 
rider this century thanks to a two-year stint in 
2008 and 2009. The biggest and best thing 
about it is the accessibility,’ says Cal Crutch- 
low, 2009 World Supersport Champion, suc¬ 
cessful WSB rider in 2010 and now MotoGP 
rookie for 2011 with Tech3 Yamaha. ‘You can 
ride motocross any time and then on the 
track itself you can pretty much do what you 
want and choose any line into a corner; you 
can’t do that in hardly any other motorsport.’ 
The notion of motocross as a form of ‘es¬ 
capism’ for MotoGP racers or an alternative 
means of finding their adrenaline surge is a 
topic that comes up frequently. ‘Motocross 
has something that you cannot find in road 
racing and that’s much more aggression and 
liberty,’ says 125cc Grand Prix winner Pol 
Espargaro, now in Moto2 for 2011. 'I think in 
some ways it is more fun than road racing. I 
think the sport is spectacular and the bikes 
are better looking! I think you need to be 
much fitter than you do in MotoGP.’ 

'It is freedom, a release, an aggression,” cites 
ex-World Superbike Champion and MotoGP 
veteran Colin Edwards and the only one of the 
bunch to have won several national MX Junior 
titles. “I don’t claim to be the smartest guy in 
the world but I think as far as young kids go 
motocross makes you smart on a bike. You are 
processing information all the time and mak¬ 
ing decisions. My dad used to say to me ‘you 
don’t realise the education you are getting’. 
Looking back he was right. Having two wheels 
floating underneath you is good practice.’ 

While the prevalent view is that motocross 
brings ‘something to the table’ for MotoGP 
racers the closeness of the skills-sets of both 
sports is a topic that divides opinion. 



In MotoGP the priorities for 
tackling a turn shifted from 
entry-and-exit pace to smooth 
consistency. 


SLIDING IT 

When AMA Grand National Champion Kenny 
Roberts started to bring his dirt-track prowess 
to the asphalt at the end of the 1970s he revo¬ 
lutionised a riding style that aided GP stars to 
tackle the absurd ratio between phenomenal 
engine power and woe-fully incapable tyre 
technology. As both areas progressed the need 
to slide and manipulate the basic physics of a 
bike became di-rigour in MotoGP and individu¬ 
als such as Lawson, Mamola, Spencer, Gard¬ 
ner, Rainey, Schwantz and Doohan provided 
some of the most thrilling scenes and action 
ever seen on the tarmac. Roberts for a time 
in the 1990s even had a ranch in Spain that 
provided schooling in the technique. Later, as 
corner-speed specialists and an influx of talent 


streaming through the 125s and 250cc classes 
came to enjoy spoils in MotoGP, the priorities 
for tackling a turn shifted from entry-and-exit 
pace to smooth consistency. With the advances 
in motorcycle set-up, the core skills of handling 
a bike on a knife-edge softened and dirt-track or 
motocross dimmed slightly in their relevance. 

Any relationship between MotoGP and off-road 
might have fluctuated through the generations 
(and MX itself has spiralled off into a more ex¬ 
treme SX-derived form in the last ten years) but 
riding a bike is still essentially about operating 
as quickly as possible on two wheels and the 
only person so far to make anything like a suc¬ 
cessful transition to function at the peak of both 
sports is former FIM MX World Champion and 
AMA MX and SX Champion Jean-Michel Bayle. 







The Frenchman, supremely-gifted on knob¬ 
bly tyres, entered MotoGP and enjoyed three 
years getting up to speed on 250cc machinery 
before sampling a moderately bright spell on 
the 500s/MotoGP from 1996 to 1999. Three 
pole positions were evidence that Bayle had 
the speed even if he never quite reached the 
podium and can look back on a 4th (Imola ’96) 
as his best finish. The 41 year old - who always 
validated his place in leading teams thanks to 
his exceptional feeling with the bike and dili¬ 
gence towards set-up - is arguably best quali¬ 
fied to comment on the distinctive demands of 
the sports: They are very different. Motocross 
is maybe 80-85% technique: your position, 
style, precision, good lines. The rest is about 
your determination to win a race. In road rac¬ 
ing it is the opposite. There is a lot of technique 


involved but if you want to go faster you have to 
push yourself more every time and have to have 
a lot of motivation to take risks. With the start 
of every new session you have to build yourself 
up from the bottom again. You can rely a lot on 
your technique in motocross; if, for example, 
you say ‘I don’t feel good today’ you can still hit 
the top three. In road race you always have to 
push, otherwise you are in tenth place.’ 

Edwards provides a view from the road racing 
perspective: ‘I think they tie-in together a lot. 
Something like dirt-track is about being over 
the rear end and finding traction. Road racing 
right now is not so much about that. It is about 
finding balance, especially with the 800s, but 
in motocross when you charge into a rut you 
also gotta be balanced.’ 





Previous form. Colin 
Edwards was a prolific 
junior motocrosser... 


“In motocross you can make your 
style and speed but it is much more 
complicated to do that here” 

P. ESPARGARO 


The feeling on the road race bike was actually 
close to motocross with the weighting and the 
cornering and throttle control,’ admits Bayle. 
‘Of course in motocross you have ruts but then 
on some corners you don’t, so the front-end 
sensation is similar. Concentration levels are 
the same because with supercross, for exam¬ 
ple, it is also very difficult to get the triples 
right every lap.’ 

‘When you are going fast you have to con¬ 
centrate just as much as on a road race bike,’ 
reveals 2009 World Superbike Champion Ben 
Spies, team-mate to Jorge Lorenzo in the fac¬ 
tory Yamaha MotoGP team and 2010 MotoGP 
rookie of the year. There is so much more you 
can do in motocross whereas in road racing it 
basically comes down to the different riding 
styles that separate us because we are all do¬ 


ing similar things. I guess it means the action 
can be better in motocross but the overtaking 
in road racing can be pretty fun to watch too 
because the margins are so close.’ 

Bayle again: ‘Road racing is not as fun as 
motocross but the feeling of being able to ride 
so fast and slide the bike at 200kpm is very 
special. To do everything right and get a pole 
position lap is so good. I think for me my best 
memories of racing come from the asphalt. 
Motocross gave me a lot of success but it felt 
easier. Going for pole position in road racing 
was like travelling to another place that I did 
not know.’ 

‘Road race is 2D but something like supercross 
is 3D and the first lap in an arena is very in¬ 
tense,’ he surmises. 






“The action can be better in 
motocross but the overtaking 
in road racing can be pretty 
fun to watch too.” b. spies 



The depth of Bayle’s ability on a motorcycle has 
never been questioned and partially explains 
why nobody else has been able to do the cross¬ 
over. The road racers themselves are aware how 
much of a transition it would be thanks to the 
elements they take out of motocross. 

Edwards again: ‘I have seen guys who are good 
road racers but can’t hack it on a motocross 
bike. It is very foreign and they don’t understand 
it. You have to get used to the bike being a bit 
loose. It is very strange for me nowadays be¬ 
cause I like the bike to be perfectly in-line and 
smooth on a road-race track.’ 

‘It is another world,’ says Espargaro. 'In MotoGP 
and 125s we are looking for tenths of a second 
and that involves the aerodynamics of the bike 


as much as the way I ride. We have one line and 
although there are riders who vary very slightly 
we are more or less together in the same place. 
What I like in motocross is that you can decide to 
take your own line and if you do it well then you 
can be just as fast as the other guy. In motocross 
you can make your style and speed but it is much 
more complicated to do that here. You need to 
work in the box and then do everything perfectly 
on the track to have that pole position lap.’ 

Crutchlow in particular is a keen follower of the 
FIM MX Grand Prix and AMA scenes and easily 
drops names like Herlings, Roczen and Barcia 
into conversation. “The bike control of those 
guys now is unbelievable and they are getting 
to these levels from a stupidly early age,” he 
opines. “I reckon most of them would easily 
adapt to road racing purely because of the 






HITTING THE MUD 

Motocross remains an activity or form of train¬ 
ing largely pursued in the off-season by the 
MotoGP fraternity. The riders interviewed for 
this story admitted as much, and anyone view¬ 
ing the excellent updates from Jorge Lorenzo 
on his Twitter would have seen the new world 
champion squeezing in motocross laps at the 
new Aragon complex in-between numerous pro¬ 
motional gigs this winter. Toseland and Edwards 
confessed their dalliances on a dirtbike are 
limited simply through a personal tendency to 
‘scare’ themselves and the threat of getting hurt 
remains very real to most. 

‘When a road racer takes his brain out then you 
don’t really see it that much,’ reveals Edwards. 
“Maybe a little style-change or he’s backing 
the bike into the turn a bit later than usual. 

With motocross it is much easier to tell when a 
rider has his nuts on the line because he has it 
pinned everywhere, feet flailing and just hang¬ 
ing on through the whoops. You understand that 
he is risking everything he has. I think we are all 


“If you can ride motocross then 
you will be fit for road racing” 

C. CRUTCHLOW 


nuts to be honest with you, but motocross is a 
gnarly sport. If you crash and hit that dirt then 
you are gonna stop. Here we can slide, get-up 
and dust ourselves off. People might think I am 
crazy to say that when you’re flying down the 
track at 150mph but motocross hurts, every 
time!’ 

‘It is a strange situation for us, well me at least, 
because you know and remember how to do 
motocross but you don’t do it much because 
you are already taking enough risks with your 
other job,’ says Toseland. ‘So when you do 
come around to getting on the dirt you are go¬ 
ing a bit faster than perhaps you should. It is 
easy to find yourself in some trouble.’ 

Crutchlow offers something of a counter-argu¬ 
ment: ‘People say you have an injury risk but 
I twisted an ankle ligament running the other 
day so it’s no different! Most of all riding mo¬ 
tocross is good for bike control in many kinds 
of conditions on a track that can change every 
lap. If you can ride motocross then you will be 
fit for road racing.’ 







Even if it is seen as a poorer younger cousin in 
comparison, motocross is undeniably popular 
in MotoGP. Marco Melandri (now in WSB) and 
Andrea Dovizioso are normally spotted at one 
MXGP event a year while Loris Capirossi and 
Nicky Hayden are also known to be keen riders. 
As a youngster Casey Stoner even harboured 
a sporting dream of winning a MotoGP title, a 
MXGP Championship and a Supercross crown; 
now that would be some feat! ‘Motocross is 
cool. It is a cool sport and the way they are 
riding now makes it more spectacular,’ believes 
Crutchlow ‘if we think it is great to watch these 
kids - and I’m on the inside of the sport - imag¬ 
ine what it is like for other youngsters.’ 

‘When you see Bubba and those guys laying the 
bike flat and sometimes inverted you just think 
‘man, I hope he gets that thing back before he 


lands’. It is pretty amazing,’ comments Spies. 
Espargaro and Toseland highlight the positive 
experience motocross carries for the fan. ‘Mo¬ 
tocross is a better experience at the track,’ the 
Spaniard frankly asserts. ‘A Grand Prix event at 
both is so different. Here you need passes, ac¬ 
creditations and you don’t see us a great deal, 
just once a lap at the side of the track whereas 
the sport is more alive at a motocross circuit.’ 
'They are hardly any rules for spectators com¬ 
pared to road racing and that’s what they want,’ 
believes Toseland. ‘It is a show, especially to 
a kid. Road racing looks so smooth and con¬ 
trolled it almost appears as if anyone could do 
it whereas watching the speed and the size of 
the jumps makes motocross that much more 
exciting. I think a motocross race is as good as 
if not better than a road race. It will always win 
as a spectacle.’ ■ 



AMA-MX 




BUDDS CREEK 

MARYLAND ■ JUNE 19TH 

450 winner: Chad Reed, Honda 
250 winner: Tyla Rattray, Kawasaki 




REED MAKES IT 
THREE FROM FOUR 
AT BUDDS 

Words and photos by Steve Cox 
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Apart from a DNF with a 
technical problem, Dungey 
has yet to finish out of the 
top three in eight motos 


A fter what happened at High Point the previ¬ 
ous weekend, it was easy for us pundits to 
get lost in the idea of Ryan Villopoto catching 
fire like crazy and running away with the Budds 
Creek AMA National. Even though it would be 
his first time racing Budds on a 450, his track 
record at the event - so to speak -is practically 
flawless. He won the AMA Nationals there on a 


250 and even dominated both motos at the Mo- 
tocross of Nations in 2007 on his MX2 machine. 
Not only did he win the MX2/MX Open sprint 
(which had also happened a year earlier in Eng¬ 
land when Tony Cairoli pulled it off) but he beat 
Ricky Carmichael, Chad Reed, and more in the 
MX1/MX2 race, too. 





And all of us looked really smart after the first 
moto, when Villopoto worked his way into the 
lead and then took off with the moto - his 
second opening race victory of a weekend in as 
many weeks. 

And Chad Reed looked, dare I say it, bad. 

Yes, he got third but he started second behind 


Mike Alessi and it took him about half the 
race to get around the KTM. In the meantime, 
both of the Ryans - Dungey and Villopoto - 
went by him and then Alessi as if they weren’t 
even there. 






Blake Baggett would go dow 
in both motos but still finish 
with 7-7 


After the race Ryan Villopoto 
complained that he’d been 
having stomach pains 


But when the second moto came around, once 
again, those of us who thought Chad Reed 
was done in for the day were forced to eat our 
words. He went out and passed his way for¬ 
ward, into the lead, and took off for the moto 
- and overall - victory. While he didn’t gain 


any points on his closest championship rival, 
Villopoto, he did take his third overall triumph 
in the four rounds run so far, and he also took 
just a smidgen of that confidence away from 
Villopoto after his first win of the season last 
weekend in Pennsylvania. 


















Fourth place for Kevin 
Windham and a last 
motocross outing for the 
veteran? Don’t bet on it 
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NEWS 



UNO WITH MONO 


T he stepsister of the Epstein-Barr virus is 
mononucleosis. It’s something a large per¬ 
centage of people have but it doesn’t actually 
affect everyone. 

Usually, it’s during stressful times or times of 
heavy physical strain that mono begins to take 
a toll. And with racers, this is almost a constant. 

GEICO Honda’s Justin Barcia has been fast all 
year after clinching his Lites East SX title, but 
his results haven’t been great. His best finish 
of the year was at moto two in Texas, where he 
led for most of the duration but finished sec¬ 
ond after a late-race fade in the heat. 


But now his team has indicated he has ‘mono’, 
which is sapping him of energy. 

He’s trying to race through it but it’s not the 
easiest thing to do. 

At Budds Creek this past weekend, he rode the 
first practice and was really fast, but then sat 
out the second practice altogether to try and 
save energy for the races. 

Barcia made the podium with a decent effort 
to 2nd in the second moto but had nothing 
when it came to challenging Rattray for the win 
late in the race. It does answer one question, 
though; apparently the chicks do dig his hair. 
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GRANT RETURNS 


A fter missing essentially the entire season 
up to this point in his first (and only con¬ 
tracted) year with Team Honda, Josh Grant re¬ 
turned to action at Budds Creek following knee 
surgery that kept him out from round three of 
the AMA Supercross series. 

And it’s just in time. 

He goes fast at Budds Creek, having won at 
Budds in the Lites class in the past, and he 


won a moto in Colorado last year against the 
‘Dungey juggernaut’ as well and that race fol¬ 
lows Budds Creek. 

He will probably have to get some gate-drops 
under his belt before he’s a consistent con¬ 
tender, but one thing Josh Grant has is raw 
speed. And everyone knows it. In Maryland a 
pretty solid pair of top ten finishes (8-10) was 
the first step on the road back. 








REED ROCKING AND READY 

By Steve Cox 


Y es, Chad Reed is winning, and it’s not that 
much of a surprise of course. Well, not any¬ 
more, anyway. People seem to be giving credit 
to his equipment quite a bit and he is also, 
saying that the factory gear is making a differ¬ 
ence for him, but that’s not really the case. Yes, 
it makes a difference, but no, it’s not about the 
bike (as one famous racer once said). 

Do you want to know why Reed is doing well? 

He’s happy. That’s 90 percent of his current 
success. If things are ‘off with people around 
him, he becomes preoccupied and can’t per¬ 
form up to his normal level. But the people 
around him on his team are people whom 


he hired, and he’s hired them at least in part 
because he felt he could get along with them. 
It’s because of this good chemistry in the pits 
that he is having good results on the track. 
Otherwise, he should be doing exactly the 
same thing if he were racing out of the factory 
Honda semi, and the truth is that I don’t think 
he would be on the cards. 

He’s 29, he knows what he wants, he knows 
what he likes, and more importantly, he knows 
why; and with all of this knowledge, he has 
built a team that complements him and his 
style. 

And the results speak for themselves. 
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AMA-MX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA 450 OVERALL RESULT | 

1 AMA 250 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 


| Riders 


1 

Chad Reed, AUS 

Honda 

l 

Tyla Rattray, RSA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Ryan Villopoto, USA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Dean Wilson, GBR 

Kawasaki 

3 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

Suzuki 

3 

Justin Barcia, USA 

Honda 

4 

Kevin Windham, USA 

Honda 

4 

Eli Tomac, USA 

Honda 

5 

Mike Alessi, USA 

KTM 

5 

Broc Tickle, USA 

Kawasaki 


AMA 250 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 4 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tyla Rattray 

174 

2 

Dean Wilson 

170 

3 

Blake Baggett 

144 

4 

Eli Tomac 

136 

5 

Justin Barcia 

116 


AMA 450 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 4 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Chad Reed 

183 

2 

Ryan Villopoto 

168 

3 

Ryan Dungey 

155 

4 

Davi Millsaps 

130 

5 

Brett Metcalfe 

118 
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THE MEANING OF IT ALL? 

by Steve Cox 


A s the saying goes in racing, ‘that’s why 
the races are run’. This is in reference to 
the idea that all of us think we’re experts and 
think we know what’s going to happen before 
it actually does, but frequently that doesn’t 
turn out to be the case. So, the point is that if 
we knew for sure what was going to happen 
before it actually did, there would be no point 
in holding the races in the first place! 

And I’ve always said that racing is the fast¬ 
est way to grow up. I know this is hard to 
believe sometimes when you look through the 
paddock at all the back-stabbing, lying, ass¬ 
covering and blaming that goes on, but out¬ 
side of the pro pits, it’s still pretty true. Racing 
teaches you how to fail but then get up and try 
again. It teaches you perseverance, toughness, 
resilience, and more (and a shortcut to get 
chicks - Ed) 

But there is a lesson to be learned from the 
quote that started this blog, too, which is that 
life is the same way; if we knew for sure what 
was going to happen before we tried anything, 
it would actually take the fun out of the expe¬ 
rience. It’s because of this that life is actually 
worth living by the things that don’t go accord¬ 
ing to plan, not by the things that do, no mat¬ 
ter how uncomfortable, anxious, and some¬ 
times downright nuts the unplanned events 
can make us feel. 

In life, sometimes relationships - or even 
marriages - break-down, which is something 
no one plans for in the beginning, but in the 
end, if you stay positive, you find someone 


that makes you even happier and it makes you 
wonder why you were so upset that the previ¬ 
ous thing finished in the first place. 

The same can be said of jobs, which some¬ 
times end only for you to find something that 
makes you even happier, or more money, or 
both; or it can be said of hobbies and pas¬ 
times, which can get tiresome and if you stop 
doing them, it opens up time for something 
else in your schedule. 

And ultimately, if you’re not working to be¬ 
come better in life, just like in racing, what are 
you doing it for? 










AIR ASIA BRITISH GRAND PI 

SILVERSTONE ■ JUNE 12TH 


MotoGP 


MotoGP winner: Casey Stoner, Honda 
Moto2 winner: Stefan Bradl, Kalex 
125cc winner: Jonas Folger, Aprilia 


























J orge Lorenzo’s crash on the ninth lap of the 
British Grand Prix at Silverstone was a nota¬ 
ble one for several reasons. 

First of all it left Casey Stoner to take what 
looked like a relatively comfortable victory, his 
fourth in six races so far this season, and the 
championship lead with a third of the term 
gone. It was also Lorenzo’s first race fall since 
Phillip Island towards the end of the 2009 
campaign during which time he has finished 
inside the top four in every single race, inclu¬ 
ding 21 podiums and ten wins. This is a guy 
who no longer makes mistakes. 

However, what instantly stood out to me about 
Lorenzo’s highside was its ferocity, caused by 
the incredible amount of grip suddenly found 
by his Bridgestone rear tyre despite inches of 
standing water on the track. 

Whilst a highside is not an unheard of even¬ 
tuality in the wet, regular road riders are pro¬ 
bably more familiar with a lowside, even when 
they lose the rear as Lorenzo did. 









When I watched the crash back I couldn’t help 
but scrabble for the lap times, which show just 
how much grip the modern Bridgestone 
MotoGP tyres give in the wet. 

The fastest lap of the race was set by Nicky 
Hayden with a 2’21.432, which is around eigh¬ 
teen seconds off the pace the guys were set¬ 


ting in the dry - approximately the average 
percentage decrease you can expect from dry 
to wet conditions. 

However, instead of comparing their wet and 
dry pace, let’s put it into terms us mere mor¬ 
tals can equate to. 












circuit yet still almost three seconds slower 
than Hayden in freezing conditions with limited 
visibility, standing water covering the track and 
two less wheels in contact with the ground. 

Plato’s best effort was a 2’24 - faster than any 
of us could ever expect to drive or ride that 


The fastest ever recorded lap in a road car 
around Silverstone was clocked by former 
British Touring Car champion Jason Plato in a 
650bhp Noble M600. 










Silverstone’s impressive 
new complex (part of a 
£ 25 m development) looked 
better through the sunny 
practice sessions 


As with any motorsport, the amount of grip 
available is directly proportional to the control 
and skill of the rider/driver and Lorenzo, like 
Marco Simoncelli, was unfortunate to push that 
limit a fraction too far. 

His crash at Silverstone might one day be re¬ 
ferred to as the turning point in the 2011 sea¬ 


son; the moment Stoner took definitive control. 
For this week at least, though, as fans and 
admirers, let us use it simply as a reminder of 
the stratospheric riding ability of the world’s 
elite motorcycle racers. 






















































Andrea Dovizioso is well-placed in the 
championship and in the UK took his 
second podium from the last three races. 
Not bad for HRC’s alleged ‘forgotten man' 




















Alvaro Bautista took the Suzuki to 
its best race finish since Malaysia 
last year and his third top five 
result in MotoGP 



































...Jorge Lorenzo managed. The 
champion ruined his now famous 
record of finishing inside the top 
four for 25 races 














vti idui^nt NEWS 



CRUTCHLOW ON THE 
MEND & OK FOR ASSEN 


A fter three days spent in agony as he await¬ 
ed the results of CAT scans on his neck, 
which eventually came back clear, Cal Crutch- 
low finally underwent surgery on his broken 
left collarbone on Wednesday. Crutchlow had a 
titanium plate and several screws inserted into 
the bone, which was broken in five places, and 
will attempt Assen this weekend. 

“Unfortunately, the break is a lot worse than the 
one Colin Edwards had in Catalunya and I’ve 
got different pain and movement levels. And I’ve 
spent two days lying on my back with a suspect¬ 
ed neck injury, so my shoulder just got swollen.” 


Meanwhile Dani Pedrosa has suffered a set¬ 
back in his recovery from the same injury, 
requiring further surgery this week. 

Whilst the Spanish press is rife with rumours 
that Pedrosa has injured himself again in a 
separate training accident, a Repsol Honda 
press release simply stated: “During the re¬ 
habilitation process in the past weeks a very 
small fragment of bone moved, therefore to aid 
faster healing, doctors will proceed to fix this 
fragment.” 






ROSSI AND HAYDEN 
CONTINUE GP12 TESTING 


MOTOGP GRID SET TO BE 
EXPANDED IN 2012 


S ix teams have been offered a one-rider 
berth in the next year’s MotoGP World 
Championship, which will see a return to 
lOOOcc engines. 

Marc VDS, who run Scott Redding and Mika 
Kallio in Moto2, as well as the current interme¬ 
diate series leader Stefan Bradl’s Keifer Racing 
squad, Thomas Luthi’s Paddock GP Racing 
Team, Andrea lannone’s Speed Master team, 
Forward Racing and BQR have had their appli¬ 
cations accepted. 


A statement from the FIM read that ‘Appli¬ 
cations from new manufacturers wishing to 
participate in MotoGP continue to be evalu¬ 
ated’ - presumably a reference to a bid from 
British manufacturer Norton. BMW are not 
expected to enter MotoGP next year but are 
widely thought to be working on a two-rider 
factory effort for 2013. Kallio has been testing 
the Marc VDS machine - a satellite WSB-spec 
BMW S1000RR engine housed in a Suter chas¬ 
sis - at Mugello this week. 




TORNADO OF CASH 


By Matthew Roberts 


C olin Edwards, a.k.a. the Texan Tornado, 
blew away the black cloud hanging over 
the Monster Tech3 garage with an incredible 
performance, guiding his Yamaha YZR-M1 to 
third place just nine days after it threw him to 
the tarmac in Barcelona, smashing his collar¬ 
bone into five pieces. 


Colin’s crash-damaged leathers from the 
French round raised an incredible £3,300 but 
unsurprisingly it was Valentino Rossi who had 
the fans’ digging deepest. One plucky punter 
paying £4,700 to meet the seven-time World 
Champion and have a picture taken that would 
later be turned into a painting. 


When Colin woke up in hospital the following 
morning with thirteen screws in the bone he 
immediately began planning his return to ac¬ 
tion, and whilst his valiant attempt to make the 
grid in Spain was thwarted by medical staff, 
there was no doubt in his own mind that he 
would be making the trip to Silverstone. 

Not only did Colin keep his appointment on 
track but he insisted on being first up on stage 
at the Day of Champions auction on the Thurs¬ 
day evening, an annual event held to raise 
money for the lifesaving work of Riders for 
Health, the official charity of MotoGP. 


Grid passes gained £2,200, track-side work 
experience with photographer Andrew Northcott 
fetched a further £2,000 whilst other signed 
memorabilia from all the MotoGP riders and Brit¬ 
ish Moto2 and 125cc stars contributed to a sensa¬ 
tional total of £63,830 raised in just four hours. 

Adding to ticket prices on the day, British Mo¬ 
toGP fans handed over £194,577 to Riders for 
Health, which will go towards creating crucial 
transport infrastructures that facilitate life¬ 
saving healthcare in rural Africa: a poignant 
gesture - not just from the fans but from the 
riders, led by the irrepressible Edwards. 



CLASSIFICATION & 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 


1 

Casey Stoner, AUS 

Honda 

2 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Honda 

3 

Colin Edwards, USA 

Yamaha 

4 

Nicky Hayden, USA 

Ducati 

5 

Alvaro Bautista, SPA 

Suzuki 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 6 of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Casey Stoner 

116 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo 

098 

3 

Andrea Dovizioso 

083 

4 

Valentino Rossi 

068 

5 

Dani Pedrosa 

061 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Kalex 

2 

Bradley Smith, GBR 

Tech 3 

3 

Michele Pirro, ITA 

Moriwaki 

4 

Jules Cluzel, FRA 

Suter 

5 

Scott Redding, GBR 

Suter 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 6 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Stefan Bradl 

127 

2 

Simone Corsi 

065 

3 

Yuki Takahashi 

056 

4 

Andrea lannone 

049 

5 

Julian Simon 

049 


125cc RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jonas Folger, GER 

Aprilia 

2 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Derbi 

3 

Hector Faubel, SPA 

Aprilia 

4 

Luis Salom, SPA 

Aprilia 

5 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

Derbi 


125cc CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 6 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Nico Terol 

128 

2 

Jonas Folger 

093 

3 

Johann Zarco 

083 

4 

Sandro Cortese 

081 

5 

Efren Vazquez 

068 
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LUST FOR LIVE... 

by Matthew Roberts 


T he pressure of a home Grand Prix ema¬ 
nates through the paddock into the televi¬ 
sion compound and for this one we decided 
to go fully live, without any pre-recorded links 
(other than the opening, which we filmed at 
the Day of Champions auction on Thursday 
and in the campsites on Saturday morning) 
for the first time since Century TV took over 
production at the start of the season. 

It was a technical challenge for the crew and 
also for myself as the main anchor, which was 
added to by the inclement weather - and I 
don’t just mean at Silverstone. With rain halt¬ 
ing the tennis at Queens an hour before we 
went on air a contingency plan began to form: 
the network would stay with us and show the 
125cc race live in full. 

That decision was confirmed during the Mo- 
toGP race and director Rohan Browning and I 
hastily hatched an improvised outline for the 
half hour between the two races, which would 
include reaction to the main event, build-up to 
125s and a tricky handover to Sue Barker at 
Queens, without the technical means in place 
for us to see or hear each other! 

It didn’t help that I lost audio talkback just when 
I was taking a hard count to the handover but 
thankfully Sue and the team down at Queens are 
supremely professional and they helped make 
it look seamless. By the time we finished and 
wrapped up just before 3:30pm we had been on 
air for 178 minutes - easily the longest MotoGP 
show we have ever done on the BBC. 



With rain also delaying play over the other 
side of the Atlantic at the FI in Canada mot- 
orsport fans were treated to a total of seven 
hours of live coverage on network BBC in the 
same day - surely an all-time record. As for 
our viewers, the thrills and spills in the rain 
made up for the absence of Crutchlow: an im¬ 
pressive peak of 2.2m and an average of 1.7m 
tuned in to MotoGP to give us a 14% audience 
share - compared to 2010 when the peak was 
1.1m and average 0.9m. 


It was a technical 
challenge for the crew 
and also for myself 

After three hours sat in the car park and a four 
hour drive home I finally made it to my local 
pub just in time for last orders and to watch 
highlights of Jenson Button’s brilliant win on 
the news. I reflected over a hard-earned pint 
that if there is one thing Sunday had con¬ 
firmed it’s that whilst we can never guarantee 
good weather in Britain we at least know how 
to make the best out of a bad situation. 

And that is exactly why I know we will see Cal 
Crutchlow patched up and back on his bike at 
Assen, ready to lead our nation’s two-wheeled 
charge once again. 







GRAND PRIX OF PORTUGAL 

AGUEDA ■JUNE 12 TH 


MX1 winner: Clement Desa/fe, Suzuki 


MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings. KTI 
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T he Grand Prix of Portugal - round six- 
started the short and traditional stint of 
the calendar on the Iberian Peninsula with 
Spain and the inauguration of La Baneza to 
follow the weekend after. The sixth round of 
the series at a (surprisingly) rain-free Agueda 
threw up some headline news. Clement De- 
salle’s third - and probably most impressive 
- MX1 victory of the year, Ken Roczen’s ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ tendency for the second race in a 
row as he melted the opposition in one moto 
and then crashed out heavily in the next, Jef¬ 
frey Herlings became the first Dutchman to 
lead a world championship this century after 
win number three of the season and the Portu¬ 
guese circuit was the roughest and hardest of 
the year so far. 

The red terrain was bumpy, rutted and slippery 
and caught out several names, chiefly Yamaha’s 
David Philippaerts (in both races), Steve Ramon 
and Arnaud Tonus. It was nothing short of brutal. 

Desalle was the first (and still the only) rider 
to claim a double moto haul in 2011 and did 
so again in Portugal even though he faced late 
pressure from Tony Cairoli in both sprints. The 
Belgian ended Yamaha’s mini spell of domina¬ 
tion after wins by Philippaerts and Frossard in 
Brazil and France. 












Roczen makes sure for 
Moto2. He won the first race 



The factory machines had benefitted from 
engine upgrades that had made the power de¬ 
livery even more manageable and the results 
had born fruit for the Rinaldi technical division 
YRRD. At Agueda Philippaerts and Frossard 
both fluffed their lines at the start and that 
ruled them out of contention for the top ten, 
even if Frossard circulated with Cairoli and De- 


salle in the first race until suffering with some 
arm pump. 

Desalle and Cairol are starting to push further 
into consciousness regarding any thoughts of 
the 2011 championship although the former 
was unequivocal in his unwillingness to talk 
about it. 


after Paulin had smacked 










“There is still so far to go and I don’t want to 
put that pressure on myself. I will continue to 
work week by week,” said the Suzuki man in 
what is only his second term as a factory rid¬ 
er. “I should speak with the FIM about making 
the races a bit longer next year,” joked Cairoli 
who again found his last lap pushes provided 
great entertainment but were not enough to 


help towards a second triumph of 2011. Third 
on the podium for the second time this year 
and in his career was Evgeny Bobryshev. His 
works Honda team-mate Rui Goncalves gave 
the modest crowd reason to open their vo¬ 
cal chords by fronting the first seven laps of 
Moto2. 
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In MX2 KTM’s Herlings was nursing a sore an¬ 
kle but played steady as Roczen attacked the 
waves with too much vigour for the umpteenth 
time and crashed heavily on his head in the 
second race. CLS Kawasaki’s Tommy Searle 
was unstoppable in the same moto after his 


run-in with the fence and DNF in the first affair. 
Gautier Paulin and Arnaud Tonus were both 
lively but Zach Osborne posted his second po¬ 
dium result in a week in spite of sickness with 
a valiant set of performances. 






HM Plant Red Bull KTM U 
Nicholls was a welcome si 
top ten in Portugal after r< 
from a broken ankle 







Philippaerts was fast in Portugal but 
took too many risks and crashed in both 
races. Sore ribs and some stiches in his 
elbow was all he left with from Agueda 
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PUSHING ON... 


By Adam Wheeler 


T he increasing crowd figure trend at Agueda 
seemed to stutter and it was hardly sur¬ 
prising considering the gloomy economical 
outlook associated with Portugal in news cov¬ 
erage across Europe. 

As an event round six was a tale of the track 
with the surprisingly dry and fine soil churning 
into a surface that had many riders glad to come 
away without any additional aches and sprains 
as much as a few extra points. With a third of 
the season chequered flagged it did seem a 
little early to be thinking about 2012 but this 
was already a subject of discussion in Portugal, 
especially considering the Grand Prix of Sweden 
(on its staple weekend fixture in early July) was 
around the corner and is the time when many 
agreements tend to be fixed. As is the norm, 
the riders at the top of people’s wish-lists would 
decide on their employers for next year and then 
the pecking order of talent would follow suit 
as all the pieces click into place with budgets 


matched to contracts and future expectations. 
Clement Desalle, Jeffrey Herlings and Gautier 
Paulin seemed to be the individuals most talked 
about and rumours persisted that at least Honda 
and Kawasaki were searching for a ‘heavy hitter’ 
for 2012. Kawasaki Racing Team in particular in 
search of a team leader after Jonathan Barragan 
has proved to be incapable of the desired results. 

Portugal is becoming a pleasant, friendly, 
practical and reliable stop on the calendar but 
whether the local funding for the Grand Prix 
will allow it to exist for 2012 is now a ques¬ 
tion mark. The racing was dramatic/gripping 
(apply your own adjective) again and the 2011 
campaign continues to provide surprises and 
engage viewers. Portugal was another distinct 
flavour of the world championship and prob¬ 
ably one of the more satisfying meetings of 
the year for both the riders who survived and 
came away with trophies and the well-fed 
hacks in the media centre... 







CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Yamaha 

3 

Zach Osborne, USA 

Yamaha 

4 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Kawasaki 

5 

Arnaud Tonus, SUI 

Yamaha 


MXl OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

2 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

3 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

4 

Rui Goncalves, POR 

Honda 

5 

Steven Frossard, FRA 

Yamaha 
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